[New communication media for ophthalmology].
The use of high-tech communication is undoubtedly growing and has become established in almost all sciences and research fields. This article surveys the possibilities for scientific data-exchange via the Internet, the world's largest computer network. An introduction is given to network as a whole, its history and structure, and the hardware and software required. Examples are provided to describe the basic services on the Internet with special emphasis on World wide web applications. The paper indicates that the Internet has a vast potential for providing almost unlimited information of relevance to users. By using the Internet and its resources, modern ophthalmological research will become more effective and successful.